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PAS and Soil Disturbance

The FPC of BC Act (consolidated to Dec. 17, 2002) states in Section 46(1) and 47(1), for PAS and Soil Disturbance, that an area under a Site Plan must not exceed the prescribed maximum proportion. 

The OSPR is only slightly more specific in its description of the requirements for PAS and Soil Disturbance. Under Section 36.2(1)(c) of the OSPR in the case of PAS, the regulation states that the Site Plan must identify for each cutblock, the requirements under Section 30 of the THSPR. In the case of Soil Disturbance, Section 36(1)(d) of the OSPR states that the Site Plan must identify, for each S.U., the requirements under Section 31 of the THSPR. The same is true for maximum allowable soil disturbance for roadside work areas the Site Plan must identify the requirements (for each cutblock) under Section 32 of the THSPR.

The THSPR Section 30 states PAS must not exceed the applicable performance standard or if no performance standard exists, the default proportion is 7% of the gross block area. This maximum can be temporarily exceeded as long as the additional area is rehabilitated. Sections 31 and 32 state that disturbance on the NAR must not exceed the applicable performance standard for both Soil Disturbance in the block and for roadside work areas if no performance standard exists 

Note: 

· PAS - As specified in Section 30(4) of the OSPR, the licensee need only amend their Site Plan if they need to revise the proportion of PAS required. This would entail specifying in the amendment the percent PAS required and rationalising why either the default 7% or applicable performance standard is inadequate. This documentation is to be kept in the licensee’s files.

· Soil Disturbance – As specified in Section 31(4) of the OSPR, there is no requirement to amend the FDP or Site Plan if the licensee wishes to exceed the specified soil disturbance limits. The licensee is allowed to temporarily exceed soil disturbance limits if the excess area (i.e. area required above limits specified in Site Plan) is rehabilitated. 

Wildlife Trees

Section 18(1)(u) – Map and information Requirements for FDP’s – states that the licensee’s FDP must include general objectives respecting target levels of retention for CWD and wildlife trees. In addition Section 16(1) of the THSPR states that licensees must at least meet the performance standard for retention of Wildlife Trees or if no performance standard exists to follow the retention specified in Chapter 3.2 of the 1999 Landscape Unit Planning Guide.

Note: 

· Wildlife Trees - There are no provisions to amend the area occupied by wildlife trees in the Site Plan or FDP, from those specified in the applicable performance standards or the default values described in the Landscape Unit Planning Guide. 

Applicable Performance Standards

The ‘applicable performance standard’ is defined in Section 1(2) of the THSPR as meaning the specific level to which a person must perform a requirement of Sections 16, 30, 31 or 32 on an area. Furthermore, this Section states that if (as per subsection (2)(b)) the area is not subject to a Silviculture Prescription, then those standards must be specified in the FDP.

Section 18(3) of the OSPR – Optional Content for a FDP – allows these performance standards to be inserted into the licensee’s FDP. As stated previously, if the licensee doesn’t want to produce any performance standards of their own, there are default provisions provided in the THSPR.
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